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EXTINCTION REBELLION — SOLIDARITY PARK OCCUPATION 

Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [6.34 pm]: I rise tonight to take a few moments to mention the 
members of the community who are occupying Solidarity Park across the road. It is no surprise to members that 
they have been there for the past two weeks and are calling on the government to take meaningful action to address 
climate change. They are represented by a broad group of people from not only Extinction Rebellion, but also other 
organisations and, more broadly, the community. I spent a few moments of my time going across there and speaking 
to them over the past 10 or so days. It seems that a lot of the things they put forward have not been addressed.  

I remind the chamber that these are everyday people. I will reflect on a couple of those conversations. I asked 
a women named Jo how she got to this point and why she is sleeping rough and calling on the government to do 
what it is doing. She said that she used to be a prison officer and had been tracking how things were going on the 
television. She has children and is concerned about what future lies in front of them. She decided to get involved 
and ended up occupying the space across the road. She said that they were calling on the government to do its job 
and not go ahead with projects like the Burrup hub. The theme is that we need to get big money out of politics, which 
has been the common thread across not only Australia, but also the globe. A schoolteacher called Gerard says he 
is too busy with his own family and work to sleep across at the park but he is spending his Sundays there for the same 
reasons. He wants to get big money out of politics and address the climate issue. More broadly, he never thought 
he would get involved in these types of actions. He said that the community is responding when the government 
is failing to do its job.  

This will continue to get bigger and bigger. From me to them, I thank them for what they are doing. Their work is 
putting climate change in front of the government and making sure that it is being spoken about. I am sure they 
will eventually prevail and we will get action from the government. 
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